
Alert for all antique dealers and firearms collectors

3 STOLEN CANNONS
Three cannons from the collection of Hampton P. Howell jr. (1904-1999) were stolen from his family on Long Island, on May 31, 2013, on the same night 
his widow Katharine, 100, passed away in Providence RI. The cannons were stored in the basement of his son’s home in Riverhead, NY, and may have 
been immediately sold on. The family is offering a reward for information leading to the recovery of the cannons and/or the arrest and conviction of the 
thieves. Riverhead Town Police detectives are actively investigating. 

There were photos and detailed descriptions of the stolen cannons in the late collector’s catalogues and scrapbooks, but these have not yet been located. 
However, all three can be positively identified, from memory and from the dimensions of the wooden stands left behind in the basement. The photos 
below are NOT these actual cannons, but similar ones from the internet. More details on each cannon available in pdf booklet.

1. Muzzle-loading solid brass signal (yacht) cannon, circa 1885-1900, about 22” long, stolen with its 
home-made wooden stand (wheels were not attached and were left behind).  The shape of the barrel is based on the Con-
federate version of the Civil War Napoleon Gun (unflared muzzle, straight barrel tapering from thicker rear end).  The 
majority of brass signal cannons are breech-loaders (powder and shot inserted via hinged rear end) so this one is rare. 
 
2. Bronze mortar, barrel only, very heavy, probably about 25-28” long, rear trunions extending about 10” 
(plus or minus 1/2”). This may be orphaned from a pair of very high quality reproductions made about 50-80 years ago, 
but more likely dates from the late 1600s.  

3. Antique miniature model of muzzle-loading naval cannon, barrel only, about 10-12” long. Civil War or earlier.
The home-made wooden stand indicates a width of slightly over 3 inches from the outer end of one trunion to the oth-
er—most likely 3 1/16” to 3 3/16”.  3 1/4” would have been a too-tight fit.  The stand was almost certainly custom-made 
by Howell to fit this particular barrel, so a trunion-wingspan less than 3” seems unlikely, although possible.   

The family’s primary concern is the return of these cannons, almost the last remnants of what was once probably the largest collection of its kind in the 
world—400-plus weapons, almost all made between 1550 and 1865, all capable of firing (and often fired, to the dismay of the neighbors).   
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Color and muzzle-shape are exactly 
like this one above, unless recently 
polished to disguise its identity.

Stolen Cannon No. 1 

contact: vanhowell@hush.com

The stolen cannon had a home-made 
stand, making it less valuable than the 

one shown here..



Stolen Cannon No. 2 

contact: vanhowell@hush.com

SHAPE: These pictures all show mortars 
(or short howitzers) with rear trunions, but 
none of them are exactly like the one stolen 
in Riverhead NY on May 31, 2013. The top 3 
B+W pictures give a pretty good idea of the 
size and shape. There’s some sort of crest on the 
barrel, but no big looping handle. It’s not too fancy, 
not too plain—ths handsome design suggests a date 
circa 1690., and it’s probably that old.

COLOR is NOT as dull, uneven or grayish as the 
left photo, but it’s NOT as coppery as those on the 
right. These are made of alloys with lots of copper, 
orangy-reddish when polished, blue-green when 
oxidized— the stolen cannon was also an alloy (brass 
or bronze) but with less copper in the mix. 

APPROX. DIMENSIONS: See 
above. Overall length of barrel 
about 24 inches,. Width (ends of 
trunions) about 10 inches. 
Very heavy.
An old wooden carrying stand was 
left behind. Barrel only was stolen.

Stolen Cannon No. 3 

Barrel only, dark bronze, 11-13” long, 

width to trunion ends probably 3 1/8”,

give or take 1/16” (no wider than that).








