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Originating as light infantry regiments in the French Army in the 1830s the reputation of 
the Zouaves lead to the formation of Zouave units in the North and South during the 
Antebellum period and the outbreak of the American Civil War. The talk will give a brief 
description of the origins and popularity of the Zouaves  and then provide a slide presentation of 
various examples of the Zouaves in photos and art.

The Company of Military Historians is a national educational, scientific, and literary institution 
devoted to the study and dissemination of “information on the material culture, 
history, and traditions of members of the Armed Forces of the United States worldwide and other 
nations serving the Western Hemisphere”.




