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Buffalo Soldiers
in

Arizona

John P. Langellier

Decades of Duty
In 1881, the first Buffalo Soldiers arrived in Arizona pursuing elusive Apaches. 

Over the following decades, African Americans from the Tenth U.S. Cavalry and 
Twenty-Fourth and Twenty-Fifth Infantry added to the laurels won by the Ninth 
U.S. Cavalrymen. For more than six decades, Black soldiers served with honor, 
from campaigns against determined Native Americans to facing dangers along the 
turbulent border as the Mexican Revolution 
raged. During the dark days of World War II, 
they prepared for combat against foes both 
abroad and at home. All the while, they faced 
an ever-present, persistent enemy: racism. 
Author John P. Langellier brings to life the rich 
history of Buffalo Soldiers in the Copper State.
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