
The Chesapeake Chapter had the opportunity to attend a special event at the Fort Belvoir Museum on 

Sunday, December 14th, and the debut of the new Revolutionary War displays was truly impressive. The 

new exhibits are thoughtfully done and immediately draw you in. It’s clear a great deal of care went into 

both the historical accuracy and the overall presentation. The displays are informative without feeling 

overwhelming, making them enjoyable for serious students of history as well as those simply looking to 

learn more about the Revolutionary era. Some of the most memorable pieces on display are artifacts 

directly connected to the closing moments of the war and to George Washington himself. Seeing General 

Cornwallis’s surrender sword in person was impressive…it serves as a powerful reminder of the British 

surrender at Yorktown and the significance of that moment in American history. Equally compelling are 

George Washington’s pistols and his sword. These objects create a very personal connection to 

Washington, reminding visitors that beyond the legend was a working military commander who carried 

these arms throughout the war. Displayed together, they help tell a fuller and more human story of 

Washington’s leadership and the responsibilities he carried. 

The supporting text, maps, and timelines are clear and well written, helping place each artifact in context 

and making the story of the Revolution easy to follow. The layout and lighting are also well done, 

allowing visitors to take their time with the objects while still preserving them appropriately.  A special 

thank-you goes to docent John Dowdle, who guided us through the museum. His knowledge and 

easygoing manner added a great deal to the experience and helped bring the exhibits to life. The visit was 

made even more meaningful by Company member John Thillmann, who has a Revolutionary War saddle 

currently on display at the museum. Mr. Thillmann spoke with members about the saddle, its history, and 

why it matters, offering a personal perspective that was greatly appreciated. 

Overall, the new Revolutionary War displays at the Fort Belvoir Museum are exceptionally well done. 

They combine important artifacts, clear interpretation, and knowledgeable guidance to create an 

experience that is both educational and genuinely enjoyable. Anyone with an interest in early American 

history should make time to see them. 

          

 George Washington  and his This cuttoe was made by John Bailey and is noted for it’s portrayal in several paintings. Warn by 

Washington  from 1779-1783 



 

 

 

       

       Cornwallis Surrender Sword 

 



             



 

 

 

 



 



  Saddle donated by J. Thillmann 

 



 

 

 


