
 
 
 
                   The 2026 Annual Meeting Information  
                          May 7-10, 2026  
                 Holiday Inn Saratoga Springs, NY 
 
The annual meeting this year will be held in historic Saratoga Springs, 
NY.  The headquarters will be at the Holiday Inn. The hotel is centrally 
located at the entrance to Saratoga Springs historic downtown district 
and is within walking distance of the city’s best shopping, restaurants 
and area attractions.  As a plus, the hotel offers complimentary shuttle 
service to downtown and to within 5 miles of the hotel.  This 
encompasses many of the museums and attractions available to visit 

pre- and post- meeting in and around Saratoga Springs. They also provide free shuttle service to and 
from the local Amtrak train Station. It is a 35-minute Uber drive from Albany International Airport  
 

Guest Rooms: The hotel offered us a discounted guest room rate of $149.00 for Thursday, May 7, 2026, 
and $239.00 per night for Friday and Saturday, May 8 and 9, 2026. This would create a three-night 
blended rate of $209 per night. Those who come early or stay over the room will be at $149.00 .     
              Reservations can be made by calling (518) 584-4550 or 1-855-592-8367 or   

          holidayinnsaratogasprings.h-rez.com        Group Code CMH      Cut-off Date 4-17-26 

 
BOOK EARLY! There will be no rooms available City-wide after that cut-off date due to other events 
occurring this same weekend.  Members are reminded to stay at this hotel.  Make reservations directly 
through the hotel.  Do not use third-party reservations systems.  The Company is obligated to fill a set 
number of rooms. If we don’t reach this goal, we will have to pay for the unused rooms.  
 

New Schedule for Planned Trips :  The trips will be held on Friday May 8th to two major National 
Landmarks. The first option is to Fort Ticonderoga, and the second tour will be a combined day long trip 
to the NYS Military Museum and the Saratoga Battlefield.        
      
               Reservations will be confirmed based on the date the registration is received  
 

The First Option is a trip to Fort Ticonderoga: (Limit 55 seats)  
The bus will depart at 8:30 sharp for an hour and a half bus ride though the beautiful Adirondack 
Mountains to the storied fort located at the confluence of Lake George and Lake Champlain, site of battles 
in the French and Indian War and the Revolution.  The restored fort overlooks 2,000 acres of New York 
Adirondacks and Vermont’s Green Mountains and the scenic Lake Champlain. We will be broken into 
smaller groups and tour the Fort and its extensive exhibits, see live firing of cannon, and be privileged 
to have the curator, Dr. Matthew Keagle, as a speaker for our lunch break. Once on the bus we will see 
the entrenchments adjacent to the access road where the British Black Watch and French battled on July 
8,1758. The bus will depart at 3:30 for the return trip to the hotel.    For more information on the fort 
go to https://www.fortticonderoga.org/   
 

The Second Option is NYS Military Museum and to Saratoga National Park.  
In the morning the bus will depart the hotel at 9:40 for short ride to the Museum which is situated in 
Downtown Saratoga Springs. The Museum/Research Center, housed in an historic 1889 armory, has one 
of the finest military history collections in the country. Revolving displays tell the stories of New York's 
citizen soldiers, veterans and the state's rich military history. Arrangements have been made for a back 
of the house tour to see cannon not on display.  Following lunch at the museum we will board the bus 
for a 15 Minute ride to the Saratoga Battlefield where we will go to the visitor center for the orientation 
film, View the displays and meet our guide, Larry Arnold researcher, retired guide at the battlefield and  
researcher and author of a work on the Convention Army  

https://holidayinnsaratogasprings.h-rez.com/


We will travel through the 3,000-acre park visiting the Neilson House, viewing the entrenchment lines 
and the beautiful view from Bemis Heights. Also, visiting the site where British General Fraiser was 
wounded and where General Arnold led the charge into the Breymann redoubt.   
After the tour we will drive by the home of General Schuyler and, depending on site improvements and 
space for bus turn-around, the bus will go to the surrender site and then on to the Monument prior to 
heading back to the Hotel. 
For more information:    NYS Military Museum: https://museum.dmna.ny.gov/ 
                                 Saratoga Battlefield: https://www.nys.gov/sara/ 
 

Overview of Program Schedule 
Display Room: As in past years. Mike Mancuso will have the display room open at 10:00 a.m. on 
Thursday morning through 10:00 p.m. for the load-in and set up of displays and sales tables. This room 
is located adjacent to the meeting space where the speaker presentations, receptions and dinners are 
being held.  
 

Thursday Evening:  6:00 p.m. Welcome Reception and Buffet Dinner   
 

Friday: Hotel Restaurant will be open at 6:30 a.m. with an extensive breakfast buffet for just $18.00.  
Buses: 8:15 a.m. Load up Ft. Ticonderoga; 9:30 a.m. Load up for NYS Museum & Battlefield.  
Both tours will have a box lunch served at the sites.   

 

Friday evening: Dinner on own.  You will have the opportunity to dine in a large variety of venues 
situated within blocks of the hotel.  Registrants will receive a dining guide upon arrival to help make 
plans. 
 

Saturday Morning: 7:15 a.m.  Continental Breakfast prior to and in the same room as the Business 
Meeting and Presentation 
8:30 a.m. President John Thillman will open the annual business meeting followed by speakers’ 
presentations. (see below) 

• General Schuyler’s Revolutionary War Sword - John Thillmann 
• General Washington’s Pistols - Les Jensen 
• Continental Army’s Markings of its Weapons & Accoutrements During the Rev War - Craig Bell 
• Battle of Saratoga - Eric Schnitzer, Senior. Saratoga Battle Park Historian 
• American Regimentally Marked Weapons of the early Rev War years, 1775-1777 - Phil Mead 

• Peter Gansevoort’s (not so) unusual Revolutionary War Regimental Coat – Piil Weaver 

                                                              
Saturday Evening: Banquet:  Reception will start at 6:00 p.m. with dinner served at 7:15 p.m. 
Representatives of The Saratoga Battle Chapter of The Sons of the American Revolution will post the 
colors prior to dinner and program.  
 

Optional site visits: Members who arrive early can tour local museums and historic sites. Those headed 
to Fort Ticonderoga on Friday, can visit the NYS Military Musuem, located a few blocks away or the 
Saratoga History Museum, situated in Congress Park adjoining the hotel property. In addition, it is just a 
5-minute drive to the National Museum of Racing Hall of Fame, The National Museum of Dance, and the 
Saratoga Auto Museum.  Again, the hotel shuttle will transport you to these venues. Moreover, you can 
take just a 15-minute drive to Saratoga Battlefield. The Military Museum is closed on Sunday, but other 
Museums are open  
 

Additional sites of interest:  In addition to the sites listed above members can visit the French and 
Indian War fort, Fort William Henry situated on Lake George, just a 30 Minute drive north on I-87.  Near   
the fort is the site of Lake George Battlefield Park which played a role in both the F & I War as well as a 
supply depot during the revolution. East leads you to the Bennington Battle Monument, South to The 
Schuyler Mansion, Cherry Hill and the NYS Museum in Albany, as well as the Albany Institute of History 
and Art, the oldest Museum in NYS established in 1791 

https://www.nys.gov/sara/

