Joel Bohy is a prominent American historian, material culture specialist, and expert in historic
arms and militaria, with a deep focus on the American Revolutionary War—particularly the
Battles of Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775.

Background and Early Life

« Born and raised in Concord, Massachusetts, Bohy developed an early passion for local
history as a child (around age 7). He spent countless hours in libraries, historical sites, and
museums studying artifacts related to the start of the Revolution.

 This upbringing in a town central to the Revolutionary War sparked his lifelong interest in
the arms, equipment, uniforms, and daily lives of common soldiers and militiamen. He began
collecting militaria at a young age.

Professional Career

+ Historic Arms & Militaria Specialist: He has worked as Director of Historic Arms and
Militaria at auction houses, including Skinner Auctioneers and Appraisers (earlier) and
currently Blackstone Valley Auctions (also referenced as Bruneau & Co. in some contexts).
He appraises and catalogs antique weapons, uniforms, and related artifacts.

+ PBS Antiques Roadshow Appraiser: A frequent on-air expert for arms and militaria. He
has appeared in episodes, including “Roadshow Gets Revolutionary!” segments tied to
Concord and Revolutionary artifacts.

« Owner of J. Bohy Historical Consulting: Provides expertise in historical research,
material culture analysis, and consulting.

Key Contributions and Research

 Conflict Archaeology and Ballistics: Collaborates extensively with conflict archaeologist
Dr. Douglas D. Scott. They combine archaeological finds (e.g., musket balls, bullet strikes on
artifacts) with live-fire experiments and forensic analysis to understand battlefield realities.

+ Notable projects include work at Minute Man National Historical Park (e.g., Parker’s
Revenge site), Bunker Hill, and other Revolutionary sites.

» They’ve conducted live-fire studies on colonial firearms (muskets, pistols, rifles) to
interpret muzzle velocities, bullet performance, and battle damage.

« Author:

 Co-author (with Douglas Scott) of “Bullet Strikes From the First Day of the
American Revolution” (2025, Mowbray Publications). It uses forensic evidence from
bullet holes and artifacts to reveal that fighting on April 19, 1775, was fiercer than
previously thought.

» Numerous articles in Man at Arms for the Gun and Sword Collector, American
Rifleman, and other publications on material culture and specific arms studies.



Lectures, Teaching, and Affiliations

 Frequent lecturer at venues like Colonial Williamsburg, Concord Museum, Minuteman
National Historical Park, Society for Historical Archaeology, Fields of Conflict conferences,
and more.

« Instructor for Advanced Metal Detecting for the Archaeologist.

« Active member of: American Society of Arms Collectors, Company of Military Historians,
Colonial Society of Massachusetts.

 Technical advisor for American Veterans Archaeological Recovery.
 Has appeared on NOVA, History Hit, American Rifleman TV, and other media.

Approach and Expertise

Bohy emphasizes understanding the full context of material culture—not just weapons, but
everyday items like cooking tools—to humanize historical figures (e.g., minutemen farmers). He
makes reproductions of arms and uniforms and applies hands-on archaeological and ballistic
knowledge to cataloging and interpretation.

He is based in the Boston/Douglas, Massachusetts area and remains actively involved in 250th
anniversary (Semiquincentennial) events related to the Revolution.

In short, Joel Bohy is a hands-on, evidence-driven expert who bridges traditional history,
archaeology, and forensics to bring Revolutionary-era stories to life through artifacts. His work
is respected in both academic and collector circles



